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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW- I 
 
Object: India is a democracy and her Constitution embodies the 
Principles of 
the democratic government. A good understanding of the Constitution 
and the 
constitutional amendments, judicial decisions, constitutional practice and 
conventions, is therefore, absolutely necessary for a student of law. He 
must 
also know the genesis, nature and special features of the Constitution 
and be 
aware of the social, political and economic influence on it. A student 
must learn how various interpretations of the constitution are possible 
and how 
do they influence the growth of constitutional law. 
Judicial review is an important aspect of constitutional law. The 
application of basic structure objective in the evaluation of executive 
actions is 
an interesting development of Indian constitutional law. 



Methods of teaching-learning: Lecture and Case-study method shall be 
the 
main method of learning to be followed. Dialectic system of learning 
would 
provide better appreciation of the constitutional governance in India 
through 
class room debate and moot court exercise after the basic issues are 
identified 
by lecture and discussion. Research of issue based conflict of interest 
through 
court cases may be an added advantage. 
Evaluation methods: 
a) Theory Examination of 70 marks (Minimum marks for Passing- 33) 
b) Internal assessment of 30 marks shall consist of 
i) Assignment- 10mrks (Minimum marks for Passing- 4) 
ii) Presentation /Seminar – 10 marks (Minimum marks for Passing- 4) 
iii) Viva Voce -10 marks (Minimum marks for Passing- 4) 
 
SYLLABUS: 
 
Unit -1 Historical Perspective- 
1.1 Constitutional Development since 1858 to 1947 
1.2 Making of Indian Constitution. 
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1.3 Nature of Indian Constitution. 
1.4 Salient features of Indian Constitution. 
Unit -2 Preamble and Citizenship- 
2.1 purpose, and status. 
2.2 Citizenship- Meaning 
2.3 Citizenship at the commencement of Constitution. 
2.4 Citizenship under the Citizenship Act. 1955. 
Unit -3 Fundamental Rights (Art. 12 and 13)- 
3.1 Origin and development of Fundamental Rights. 
3.2 Nature of Fundamental Rights. 
3.3 New Judicial Trend 
3.4 Doctrine of Severability. 
3.5 Doctrine of Eclipse. 
Unit -4 Right to Equality (Art.14 to 18)- 
4.1 Equality before law and Equal Protection of Law. 
4.2 Classification of differential treatment : constitutional validity. 
4.3 Gender Justice and Protective Discrimination. 
4.4 Justice to the weaker sections of society- Social Justice. 
4.5 Abolition of untouchability. 



4.6 Abolition of Title. 
Unit –5 Freedoms and Social Control units-(Art-19 to 22) 
5.1 Freedom of Speech and Expression. 
5.2 Freedom of Assembly. 
5.3 Freedom of form Association. 
5.4 Freedom to Reside and Settle. 
5.5 Freedom of Profession, occupation, Trade of Business. 
5.6 Right to Property- from Fundamental Right to Constitutional Right. 
5. 7 Right to Personal Liberty---- Art 20 & 21 
Rights of accused- Double Jeopardy, Self-Incrimination and 
Retroactive Punishments. 
Right to Life and Personal Liberty- meaning, scope and 
limitations. 
Preventative Detention and constitutional policy, Art 22 
Unit –6 Secularism--- 
6.1 Concept of Secularism- Historical perspective. 
6.2 Freedom of Religion-nature, scope and limitations. 
6.3 Right to Freedom of Religion- use and misuse- Indian scenario. 
6.4 Minority Rights. 
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Unit –7 Right to Constitutional Remedies— Art 32 
7.1 A dynamic approach- Public Interest Litigation- Nature, scope, 
merits and demerits. 
7.2 Judicial Activism. 
Unit –8 Directive Principles of State Policy and Fundamental Duties— 

8.1 Underlying object and significance of Directive Principles. 
8.2 Classification of Directives. 
8.3 Fundamental Right and Directive principles- Interrelationship and 
Judicial balancing. 
8.4 Fundamental Duties--- 
8.4.1 Need 
8.4.2 Source and enforcement of fundamental duties. 
8.5 Relation of Fundamental Duties with Directive Principles and 
Fundamental Right 
 
9. Right to Information Act 
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